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•	 Due	 to	 the	 predominantly	 temporary	 character	 of	 the	 migration,	 it	 is	
difficult	 to	 estimate	 the	 exact	 number	 of	 Ukrainian	migrants	 resident	




permit.	 To	 this	 number	 should	 be	 added	 the	 group	 of	 around	 100,000	
Ukrainian	citizens	who	are	permanently	resident	 in	Poland	and	do	not	
need	a	work	permit,	or	who	are	studying	or	living	in	Poland	for	reasons	




































I. A globAl pHEnomEnon, buT A pErmAnEnT onE?




























































land	 (which	had	been	 rising	 for	five	years)	has	been	halted	 (see	Figure	2)4.	
2018	will	probably	see	a	 further	 slowdown	 in	 the	pace	of	growth,	although	
due	to	significant	changes	in	the	legal	regulations,	this	data	will	be	difficult	to	
compare	with	the	statistics	from	previous	years	(see	below).














Source: Ministry of Family, Labour and Social Policy




































II. mIgrATIon from ukrAInE In THE lIgHT 























sonal	work	 permits	were	 submitted	 to	 district	 labour	 offices;	 these	 covered	
























































































tially	 very	 valuable.	Until	 recently,	 the	majority	 of	Ukrainian	 citizens	were	
employed	 in	Poland	on	 the	basis	 of	 contracts	 for	 specific	 jobs	 (which	do	not	
require	 contributions),	which	 is	why	 the	data	 from	ZUS	 is	not	very	 reliable	































Another	 source	 of	 information	 on	 the	 numbers,	 but	 principally	 on	 the	mi-
gration	 strategies	 and	 the	 impact	 of	Ukrainian	migration	 on	 the	Polish	 and	
Ukrainian	economies,	is	the	data	from	the	National	Bank	of	Poland	(NBP)	on	
the	financial	transfers	migrants	carry	out.	These	remittances	amounted	to	11.7	
billion	zloty	 in	2017	(see	Figure	3	 in	more	detail)	and	2.9	billion	zloty	 in	 the	
first	quarter	of	2018	(an	increase	of	500	million	zloty	compared	to	the	same	


























Source: National Bank of Poland
8	 L.	Kostrzewski,	A.	Rozwadowska,	Obcokrajowy ratują ZUS. Składki na ubezpieczenie społeczne 



































Figure 4. Citizens of Ukraine working abroad, according to SSCU research 



















Source: State Statistical Committee of Ukraine















































Figure 5. The most popular countries for Ukrainian migrants to work, 






























Source: State Statistical Committee of Ukraine
This	study	also	confirms	and	develops	some	of	the	hypotheses	already	estab-






































Figure 6. The level of irregular migration among Ukrainian migrants 
working abroad according to the 2017 SSCU study




















Source: State Statistical Committee of Ukraine




























































12	 Bilanční TK ke dvěma letům od spuštění vládního Režimu Ukrajina,	„Hospodářská	Komora”,	
30	June	2018,	https://www.komora.cz/files/uploads/2018/07/20180730_PODKLADY_
Re%C5%BEim-Ukrajina_GRAFY.pdf








































desirable	professions	 from	the	point	of	view	of	 the	 labour	market’s	needs.	On	
the	other	hand,	Germany	has	been	recently	working	on	a	new	comprehensive	










14	 J.	Toth,	The curious case of Hungary: why the naturalisation rate does not always show how in-
clusive a country is,	European	University	Institute,	Global	Governance	Programme,	http://
globalcit.eu/the-curious-case-of-hungary-why-the-naturalisation-rate-does-not-always-
show-how-inclusive-a-country-is/
15	 Barometr Imigracji Zarobkowej,	Personnel	Service,	2nd	half	of	2018,	http://personnelservice.
pl/en/press-office/reports
16	 For	more	see	the	2018 MEDAM Assessment Report on Asylum and Migration Policies in Europe,	
Kiel	Institute	for	the	World	Economy	2018.





























the	 inhabitants	of	western	Ukraine.	As	a	 rule,	 in	 each	 target	 country,	 some	
of	the	migrants	usually	decide	to	settle	for	 longer.	At	the	moment	 long-term	
migration	from	Ukraine	to	Poland	is	also	rising,	albeit	at	a	much	slower	pace.	
Whether	 the	 proportions	 between	 temporary	 and	 long-term	migration	will	
change	depends	on	many	factors,	including	Polish	migration	policy18	and	the	
migration	policies	of	the	other	target	countries.	For	the	time	being,	no	major	










of	 armed	 conflict	 and	 the	 sudden	 deterioration	 of	 the	 economic	 situation),	
and	should	not	be	treated	as	a	long-term	trend.	Ukraine,	which	is	struggling	
with	 serious	demographic	problems	and	a	deficit	on	 its	own	 labour	market,	
may	soon	be	unable	to	meet	the	demand	of	the	labour	market	in	Poland.	The	
number	of	people	of	working	age	in	Ukraine	is	systematically	decreasing	(as	
of	mid-2017,	 this	 group	numbered	 17.2	million19),	 and	moreover	Ukraine	has	
a	relatively	high	employment	rate	(about	60%	of	the	working-age	population,	





































20	 Трудовая миграция тормозит рост экономики – НБУ,	„Экономическая	правда”,	5	August	
2018,	https://www.epravda.com.ua/rus/news/2018/08/5/639329/
